buying & supplying fresh

Tacon slams calls for
GCA role in prices row

but she already had a

Carina Perkins
Groceries Code
Adjudicator Christine
Tacon has made a plea
for farmers and MPs to
stop asking her to inter-
fere beyond her remit and
get involved in farmgate
Pricing.

Giving evidence at the
Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs Committee
inquiry on farmgate
prices this week, Tacon
said she was fed up with
criticism for “not doing
things | was not set up to
do and I don’t have the
legal ability to do”.

Quizzed by MPs over
the fact dairy farm-
ers didn't feel the CGA
had “enough teeth” and
was doing “nothing for
them”, Tacon said peo-
ple had simply misunder-
stood her role.
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“ | think the people who are saying |
to do the job actually just want me 1o

_ GCA Christine Tacon

Tacon said people had misum:_ler_stuod her Adjudicator ru!e_

“To do the job that |
have been given, which
covers direct suppli-
ers to retailers, | think |
have got plenty of teeth,”
she said. “The ability to
investigate and the abil-
ity to fine is more than
enough because the level
of fine is so large, to get
co-operation.

“I think the people

who are saying | haven't
got the teeth to do the
job, if you read behind it,
they actually just want
me to do a different job.”
She pointed out that

not only would extending

her powers to cover indi-
rect suppliers and issues

like price require another

CMA investigation and

possibly more legislation, things,” she said.
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