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Christine Tacan
Giowernment plans 1o extend the robe of the Groveries Code Adjudicator Chiristine Tacon look sl Lo be pal hack by manils or even vears, sources huve told The Grocer.

Last week, husiness minister Margot James answered a written question in the House of Commons by sxving the government would publish its statutory review of the
Adjudicator's role “in the spring”™.

Howrever, there was no timescale mentioned for a separate report by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) following a call for evidence
into a possible extension of Tacon's powers, which ran alongside the statutory review,

The call for evidence, following promises first made by former PM David Cameron that be would look 1o sctend the adiudicstor's nemit, met with many ealls fram
groups for Tacon's brief to be widensd.

1n its response, the NFU said Tacon had “changed the culture and behaviour™ of the tap 10 retalers and shoald be allowed to use her “teeth™ to tackle more retailers
ond suppliers.

The union also called for the Adjudicator to be given extra powers to police primary producers.

However, the idea of expanding the GCA remit to cover thousands of suppliers met with a hugely mixed response elsewhere. Thene was opposition from organisations
including the BRC, which 1old BEIS trying to “bolt on” extra powers would be a departure from the principles of the GCA, which it 2aid was se1 up to protect
consuimers, nol suppliers.

The BRC also warmed supermarkets, wha finance the Adjodicator's mbe via 2 vearly levy, would not be prepared to extend thetr funding o orver thousands of further
supplisrs.

Other organisations, mchoding the FTF, aleo opposed the move, warning of huge complications.

This week, & sotree chose by the consaltation said plass e s wides presd overhaul of the role were now nol likely to take place Tor months, if wol vears. Even il the
government did decide to go ahead, the extended powers were likely to have to be preceded by a new Competition & Markets Authority investigation and/or primary
legislation.

“There is o recognition privately, even from those bodies which have been ealling for the Adjudicator to cover producers, that this is not going to happen any time
sonn,” said the source, “In fact they realise any change, if it happens, is going to be years away.”

Some organisations called for the GCA to cover wholesale giants such as Booker - subject of merger talks with Tesco - and other retailers with turnover of less than the
curnent cul-~oil of E1bn.

Responding to the question from Tan Murray, Labour MP for Edinburgh South, James said: “The publie consultation for the Statutory Review of the Groeenes Cods
Adjudieator {GCA) ran from 18 October 2016 to 10 Jamury 2017, alongside a public call for evidence on the GCA's remit.

~The government is now considering th nespoises peceived. The governmens respanse an the Satutory Review element i expected to be published in spring 2007.”



